TENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


r- 

1 

T 


amaita  : 


t  Iain 


T 


The  first  thing  to  be  noted  in  our  re¬ 
port  is  this  fact,  viz. —  The  Jamaica  Plain 
Employment  and  Temporary  Belief  Society 
is  to  be  known  henceforth  as  The  Jamaica 
Plain  Fkiendly  Society. 

This  change  in  name  is  made  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  unanimous  vote  of  a  year 
ago,  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  directing 
that  such  change  in  name  should  take 
place  at  the  present  time.  The  object 
sought  to  be  gained  by  the  change  is  a 
less  cumbersome  name.  It  is  believed  that 
the  new  name  expresses  the  purpose  of 
tile  Society,  as  completely  as  the  more 
unmanageable  one. 

We  make  this  fact  of  the  change  of 
name  so  conspicuous,  in  order  to  impress 
it  upon  the  minds  of  our  patrons  and  the 
community,  aud  so  prevent  the  possibility 
of  the  supposition  that  a  new  society  has 
risen  up.  We  want  to  have  it  distinctly 
understood  that  the  new  name  stands  for 
the  same  society  that  for  the  past  ten 
years  has  been  known  as  the  Jamaica 
Plain  Employment  and  Temporary  Relief 
Society,  now  to  be  known  as  the  Jamaica 
Plain  Friendly  Society. 

The  central  purpose  of  this  Society,  of 
course  is.  and  has  always  been,  to  enable 
— as  far  as  possible — those  who  need  help 
to  help  themselves.  While  it  gladly  re¬ 
lieves  present  distress— in  so  far  as  it 
can  among  those  who  need  its  services — it 
does  not  undertake  to  maintain  those  who 
are  in  want,  nor  to  afford  from  its  own 
immediate  facilities  for  supplying  work, 
permanent  sources  of  occupation  to  those 


who  are  in  need  of  employment.  To  do 
so  would  only  tend  to  pauperize  those 
whom  it  seeks  to  aid.  It  aims,  so  far  as 
its  limited  means  and  opportunities  per¬ 
mit,  to  work  in  harmony  with  the  lead¬ 
ing  principles  of  modern  charity;  and 
not  content  with  giving  bread  to  the  hun¬ 
gry  and  clothes  to  those  who  need  them, 
it  aspires  to  do  something,  if  it  may, 
towards  removing  the  causes  which  have 
produced  this  and  similar  distress. 

It  will  be  cheerfully  admitted  by  all 
Christian  people,  that  a  society  such  as 
this,  should  find  no  difficulty  in  ob¬ 
taining  the  means  necessary  to  enable 
it  to  carry  on  its  work,  and  that  such 
means  should  be  supplied,  according 
to  the  ability  of  each,  by  the  individuals 
who  make  up  the  community  in  which 
the  society  exists. 

We  are  glad  to  acknowledge  that  thus 
far  the  needed  means  have  been  forth¬ 
coming  from  the  people  of  tills  commu¬ 
nity,  but  we  are  compelled  to  say  that  it 
is  because  of  personal  solicitation,  per¬ 
formed  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  the 
work  of  solicitors. 

Two  years  ago,  in  order  to  relieve  those 
who  have  undertaken  in  past  years  the 
work  of  soliciting  our  patrons  and 
friends  for  their  subscriptions,  the  plan 
was  adopted  of  sending  a  printed  circular 
to  the  residents  in  this  community  re¬ 
minding  them  of  the  fact  that  their  an¬ 
imal  subscriptions  would  soon  be  needed. 
Accordingly  the  Treasurer  was  directed 
to  send  such  circulars.  The  amount  ob- 
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tained  by  this  method  dropped  from 
$1265.50  received  in  1882  through  solicita¬ 
tion,  to  $727.00  received  in  1883.  This 
latter  amount,  in  1884.  was  still  further 
“reduced,  falling  to  $667.50.  Thus  it  is 
seen  that  our  receipts  have  been  dimin¬ 
ished  nearly  one  half  in  the  space  of  two 
years.  Experience  demonstrates  that  the 
method  relied  upon  during  the  last  two 
years  for  securing  financial  support,  does 
not  result  successfully.  If  we  would  not 
find  ourselves  with  a  depleted  treasury 
and  the  society  so  crippled  as  to  be  al¬ 
most  useless,  we  must  go  back  to  the 
method  of  former  years  to  secure  the 
funds  necessary  to  enable  the  Society  to 
do  its  work  efficiently.  Accordingly  our 
subscribers,  and  all  whom  we  may  think 
will  aid  the  society’s  philanthropic  work, 
will  be  visited  by  solicitors,  asking  for 
their  contributions. 

We  don’t  think  that  the  decline  in  the 
receipts  of  the  society’s  treasury  has 
come  from  any  lack  of  willingness  to  give 
on  the  part  of  those  who  are  asked  to 
give.  We  believe  that  people  are  just  as 
generous  as  they  ever  were,  and  just  as 
willing  as  ever  to  aid  in  the  Christian 
work  for  which  this  society  stands.  All 
that  is  shown  by  this  decline,  as  we  be¬ 
lieve,  is  the  fact  that  personal  contact 
between  those  who  seek  and  those  who 
are  sought,  is  necessary  to  secure  the 
best  results. 

Of  course  the  statistics  appended  to 
this  report  afford  but  a  scanty  indication 
of  what  has  been  accomplished  by  the  so¬ 
ciety  during  the  past  year,  i’he  work  ac¬ 
complished  by  such  a  band  of  women  as 
this  Society  has  at  its  command,  kindly, 
earnest  and  judicious, cannot  be  estimated 
by  figures.  Sympathy  and  wise  counsel 
and  the  friendy  attitude,  the  value  of  these 
cannot  be  expressed  in  numbers.  Only 
they  can  appreciate  them  who  have  been 
blessed  by  them. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  fact  that  the 
Society's  visitors  are  friends  in  need,  we 
may  be  permitted  to  mention  two  or  three 
specific  cases. 

During  the  past  3^ear  a  man  who  de¬ 
pended  entirely  upon  his  daily  toil  for 
support  of  himself  and  his  family,  was 
rendered  entirely  unable  to  work  by  con¬ 
sumption.  He  had  a  wife  and  six  young 
children,  all  under  ten  years  of  age.  The 
distress  into  which  a  family  in  such  cir¬ 
cumstances  would  be  immediately  thrown 


can  be  readily  imagined.  The  case  be¬ 
came  known  to  the  visitor  in  whose  dis¬ 
trict  the  family  lived.  She  at  once  be¬ 
came  a  friend  of  the  family,  and  assid¬ 
uously  ministered  to  their  wants, 
furnishing  them  such  aid,  as  far  as  she 
could  command  it,  as  in  her  judgment 
was  needed,  until  the  death  of  the  hus¬ 
band  and  father.  For  some  three  months 
and  more  she  visited  them  constantly  in 
her  capacity  as  friend.  She  supplied  them 
with  such  clothing  as  their  needs  re¬ 
quired,  furnished  them  with  fuel,  carried 
delicacies  to  the  sick  man,  which  she  ob¬ 
tained  from  kindly  disposed  persons. 
Paid  the  sick  man’s  rent,  with  money  ob¬ 
tained  from  persons  whom  the  visitor 
had  interested  in  the  case,  for  three 
months,  the  period  for  which  he  lived 
after  the  case  came  into  her  hands,  and 
also  provided  him  with  a  nurse  during 
his  illness  for  some  three  months.  This 
was  a  case  which,  but  for  the  help  af¬ 
forded  by  the  society  through  its  visitor, 
would  have  been  ol"  the  most  distressing 
character. 

Another  case  was  that  of  a  man  equally 
dependent  upon  his  day’s  labor  for  the 
maintenance  of  himself  and  family.  He 
too  became  incapacitated  for  work  be¬ 
cause  of  sickness.  His  family  very  soon 
found  the  wolf  at  the  door.  He  and  his 
were  cared  for  by  one  of  the  Society’s 
visitors,  until  such  time  as  restored 
health  enabled  him  to  go  to  work  again. 

Another  instance  occurred  during  the 
past  year,  the  case  of  a.  Swedish  family 
recently  come  to  this  country.  The  head 
of  the  family,  unable  to  get  work,  soon 
found  himself  in  need.  The  family  had 
a  plentiful  supply  of  excellent  clothing, 
which  they  had  brought  with  them  from 
Sweden.  These  they  pawned  at  ruinous 
rates  of  interest  in  order  to  get  bread  to 
eat.  Their  condition  was  discovered  by 
one  of  the  visitors  of  the  Society.  The 
case  was  made  known  to  the  Executive 
Committee.  It  proved  upon  examination 
to  be  a  most  meritorious  one ;  a  case  es¬ 
pecially  worthy  of  aid.  The  Society, 
through  its  visitor,  loaned  the  family  a 
sum  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  redeem 
their  pawned  clothing.  The  head  of  the 
family  afterwards  obtained  work.  A  por¬ 
tion  of  the  money  loaned  has  already 
been  paid  back,  and  there  is  every  pros¬ 
pect  that  the  whole  will  be. 

These  cases  are  but  typical  instances 
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of  the  work  that  the  Society,  through  its 
visitors,  is  continually  performing. 

An  examination  of  the  record  of  the 
Society’s  work  during  the  period  of  its 
existence,  shows,  with  one  or  two  excep¬ 
tions,  that  the  Society  is  not  carrying  on 
its  list  of  those  aided  the  same  people 
from  year  to  year.  The  Society  helps  to 
tide  over,  during  temporary  distress, 
those  who  ordinarily  do  not  need  its  help, 
and  who,  after  the  especial  causes  of  dis¬ 
tress  have  disappeared  or  been  removed, 
can  get  on  without  further  aid ;  or  else,  it 
succeeds  in  putting  upon  their  feet,  and 
in  the  way  of  self-support,  those  who 
otherwise  might  become  chronic  depend¬ 
ents  upon  its  bounty. 

The  exceptional  cases  referred  to  are 
such  because  of  continued  sickness  on 
the  part  of  those  who  are  the  bread-win¬ 
ners  of  their  respective  families,  or  be¬ 
cause  of  old  age. 

It  will  be  observed  in  the  statistics  ap¬ 
pended,  that  86  articles  of  clothing  have 
been  made  to  fill  private  orders.  That  is 
to  say,  persons  have  sent  to  the  Society’s 
room  the  material  to  be  made  up.  The 
work  to  be  done  has  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  applicants  for  work,  who  are 
skilled  as  seamstresses.  The  work  has 
been  done  so  well  that  in  several  instances 
it  lias  resulted  in  the  applicants  beiug  di¬ 
rectly  employed  by  those  who  were  thus 
enabled  to  judge  of  what  they  could  do  ; 
and  employed  to  such  an  extent  that  they 
were  no  longer  obliged  to  depend  upon 
the  Society  for  help. 

It  will  be  seen  at  once  that  persons 
who  send  their  sewing  to  the  Society, 
confer  a  benefit  both  upon  the  Society 
and  upon  the  applicants  for  work.  This 
method  of  furnishing  work  to  the  needy 
subjects  the  Society  "to  no  expense,  while 
the  needy  persons  are  aided  as  efficiently, 
and  even  more  so,  than  they  could  be  by 
the  Society’s  direct  assistance. 

The  Society  thus  becomes  a  medium  of 
communication  between  those  who  want 
work  done,  and  those  who  need  work 
to  do ;  and  this,  as  a  Society,  we  desire 
above  add  things  to  become.  That  is  to  say, 
without  abating  in  the  least  the  charitable 
work  we  already  accomplish,  we  would 
make  this  feature  of  our  work  far  more 
conspicuous  than  it  is.  For  without  in¬ 
creasing  our  expenses,  it  enlarges  the 
scope  of  our  usefulness.  We  earnestly 
ask,  therefore,  that  persons  in  the  com¬ 
munity  having  not  only  sewing  to  be 


done,  but  washing  and  cleaning,  would 
make  application  to  us.  As  a  rule,  we 
shall  be  able  to  put  their  work  into  com¬ 
petent  hands.  By  complying  with  this 
request,  they  will  be  doing  a  good  deed, 
as  well  as  accomplishing  their  own  pur¬ 
poses. 

We  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  a 
gift  of  boots  and  shoes  from  Mr.  Vogel ; 
and  also  a  supply  of  Coke  from  the  Gas 
Company. 

The  Society  sent  again,  as  in  former 
years,  a  contribution  of  .$100  to  the 
Registration  Bureau  of  the  Associated 
Charities.  This  Ward  is  benefited  by  the 
work  of  the  Associated  Charities,  there¬ 
fore  it  should  share  in  the  expenses  of 
that  work. 

We  have  on  our  records  the  names  of 
65  applicants  for  work  from  October  1st 
to  May  oth.  Of  these,  35  women  have  re¬ 
ceived  sewing;  washing  and  cleaning 
have  been  found  for  6  women  and  tempo¬ 
rary  work  for  8  men.  Places  were  found 
for  3  of  the  applicants.  62  families  have 
been  visited  during  the  time  above  men¬ 
tioned,  450  visits  having  been  made  upon 
them  in  the  aggregate. 

The  following  articles  of  clothing  have 
been  made  by  the  women  who  have  re¬ 


ceived  sewing,  and  been  disposed  as  des¬ 
ignated  : — 

For  Mass.  Infant  Asylum .  419 

For  City  Hospital .  235 

For  Children’s  Mission .  80 

For  Private  Orders .  86 

Articles  made  and  sold ...... .  311 

Articles  made  and  given  away .  246 

Articles  on  hand  May  5th .  358 


Total . 1735 


Boots  and  rubbers  given  away,  (pairs)  46 

The  Institutions  mentioned  have  fur¬ 
nished  the  goods  from  which  the  articles 
they  have  received  have  been  made. 

In  closing  this  report  we  would  say : — 
If  any  t)f  our  friends  and  patrons  should 
think  that  there  is  occasion  to  criticise 
the  work  of  the  Society  in  any  particular 
in  its  dealings  with  the  needy,  we  would 
be  glad  to  have  them  make  it  known,  either 
to  the  visitor  in  whose  district  the  defect  is 
supposed  to  exist,  or  to  our  Agent  at  Cur¬ 
tis  hall.  She  is  to  be  found  there  every 
day,  at  the  Society’s  room,  from  ten 
o’clock  until  one,  except  Saturdays,  Sun¬ 
days  and  holidays. 

S.  U.  Shearman,  President. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT 

of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
J  amaica  Plain  Employment  and  Tempo¬ 
rary  Relief  Society,  for  the  year  ending 
October  1st,  1884. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  from  last  year.. . $323.94 


Subscriptions .  667.50 

Sales .  179.76 

From  Loans .  15.60 


Bal.  rec’d.from  Mrs.  Bradley -  9.32 


$1196.12 

EXPENDITURES. 

Work  through  Employ¬ 
ment  Committee . $330.50 

Materials .  164.12 

Provisions  and  milk...  135.91 

Agt’s  Salary .  310.00 

Boots  and  Shoes .  44.95 

Fuel .  11.50 

Printing .  14  75 

Postage .  10.50 

Loans . 50.00 

Associated  Charities...  100.00 

Cash  on  hand .  23.89 

-  $1196.12 

Respectfully, 

E.  W.  Clark,  Treasurer. 

auditor’s  report. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined 
the  accounts  of  Mr.  E.  W.  Clark,  Treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  Employment 
and  Temporary  Relief  Society,  from  Sep¬ 
tember  28th,  1883,  to  October  1st,  1884, 
and  that  the  same  are  correctly  kept,  and 
the  payments  thereof  are  properly 
vouched;  and  that  the  Treasurer  charges 
himself,  as  of  Oct.  1st,  1884,  with  a  bal- 
lance  of  twenty-three  dollars  and  eiglity- 
nine  cents  ($23.89.) 

Charles  P.  Bowditch,  Auditor. 

Boston,  Oct.  6tli,  1884. 


-  Officers  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  Friendly 
Society  for  1884-85  : — 

President— Rev.  S.  U.  Shearman. 

Vice  Presidents — Mr.  Chas.  P.  Bow- 
ditch,  Mr.  Chas.  B.  Cumings,  Mr.  C.  E. 
Guild, Mrs.  D.S.  Greenough,  Rev.  Geo.M. 
Boynton,  Rev.  Win.  Bradley. 

Secretary — Miss  Caroline  E.Chickering. 
Treasurer — Mr.  E.  W.  Clark. 

Assist.  Treasurer — Miss  Ellen  C. Morse. 
Executive  Committee  —  Dr.  George 


Faulkner,  Chairman;  Dr.  E.  P.  Gerry, 
Rev.  Chas.  F.  Dole,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Frothing- 
ham,  Mrs.  R.  W.  Wood,  Mrs.  Charles  E. 
Guild. 


VISITORS  FOR  THE  PRESENT  YEAR. 

District  1,  west  of  Centre  St. ;  visitor, 
Miss  E.  C.  Morse,  Prince  St ;  associate, 
Rev.  Geo.  M.  Boynton,  Harris  Ave. 

District  2,  vicinity  of  horse  railroad 
station;  visitor,  Mrs. George  A.  Ives,  Har¬ 
ris  Ave. ;  associate,  Mr.  Patrick  McMor- 
row,  Forest  Hill  St. 

District  3,  vicinity  of  Forest  Hills  Sta¬ 
tion  ;  visitor,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Weld,  Forest  Hill 
St. ;  associate,  Dr.  A.  H.  Eayrs. 

District  4,  Canterbury,  Mount  Hope 
division ;  visitors,  Miss  Faulkner,  Rock- 
wood  St. ;  Miss  Chickering,  Green  St. ; 
associate,  Dr.  Faulkner. 

District  5,  Canterbury  St. ;  visitors, 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Morse,  Pond  St. ;  associate, 
Dr.  Gerry. 

District  6,  Canterbury,  eastern  division : 
visitor,  Mrs.  Alfred  Stebbins,  Walk  Hill 
St. ;  associate,  Mr.  C.  E.  Guild. 

District  7,  Washington  St.,  and  territory 
lying  east  thereof ;  visitors  K.  S.  Wake- 
tield,  Beetliovea  St.,  and  Mrs.  Austin 
French,  Seaverns  Ave. ;  associate,  Dr.  E. 
P.  Gerry. 

District  8,  Keyes  St. ;  visitor,  Mrs. 
James  Low,  Forest  Hills  St. ;  associate, 
Dr.  II.  C.  Ernst. 

District  9,  Carolina  Ave., Child  St., etc. ; 
visitor,  Miss  Davis,  at.  Dr.  Wood’s,  Re¬ 
vere  St. ;  associate,  Mr.  Chas.  C.  Cumings, 
Greenough  Ave. 

District  10,  Starr  St.,  Union  Ave.,  and 
vicinity;  visitors,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Waldo, 
Walker  St.,  and  Mrs.  C.  B.  Cumings, 
Greenough  Ave. ;  associate,  Rev.  C.  F. 
Dole. 

District  11,  Green,  Lamartine,  Chestnut 
Sts.  etc. ;  visitor,  Mrs.  James  Lee,  Myrtle 
St. ;  associate,  Rev.  S.  U.  Shearman. 

District  12,  Boylston  Ave.  and  Green 
St.  to  Washington  St. ;  visitors,  Miss 
Jaques,  Cedar  Ave.  and  Miss  Fannie  Wil¬ 
liams,  Glen  Road;  associate,  Dr.  A.  C. 
Ernst. 

District  13,  Spring  Park,  Sheridan  Ave. 
etc. ;  visitor,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Smith,  Burr  St. ; 
associate,  Rev.  Wm.  Bradley. 

District  14,  east  of  Boylston  Ave.,  from 
Green  St.  to  Egleston  Square;  visitor, 
Mrs.  E.  P.  Butler,  A  St.,  near  Boylston 
St. ;  associate,  Mr.  George  W.  Fowle. 


